
What  image  o r  expe r ience  f i r s t  comes  to  m ind  when  I  hea r  t he  word
persecu t i on?  How wou ld  I  de f i ne  pe rsecu t i on?

Guard  aga ins t  HATE (Mat thew 5 :43 -44 )
Guard  aga ins t  REVENGE
Guard  aga ins t  COMPROMISE (Mat thew 5 :48 )

How do  we  p repa re  fo r  g rea te r  t imes  o f  pe rsecu t i on  ahead?

Persecu t i on  ac ts  as  the  t r i gge r  t ha t  causes  God  to  pou r  ou t  h i s  b less ings
on  my  l i f e .  I f  t ha t ’ s  t rue ,  wha t  shou ld  my  response  be?

Do  I  need  to  su r render  my  l i f e  t o  Jesus  Chr i s t  and  have  my  s ins
fo rg i ven?
What  i s  one  takeaway  f rom today ’ s  message?

Blessed  Are  The  Persecuted

ICE  BREAKER

Mat thew 5 :10

Persecu t i on  -  m is t rea tmen t ;  i n f l i c t i ng  o f  su f fe r i ng / fea r ,  ha rassmen t ,
exc lus ion ,  impr i sonmen t ,  t o r tu re ,  o r  dea th .

REASONS FOR PERSECUTION “because  they  l i ve  fo r  God”  

Because  o f  t he  Lo rd  we  Love  (John  15 :18 )

Because  o f  t he  L i ves  we  L i ve  ( 2  T imothy  3 :12 ;  John  15 :19 )

Have  I  eve r  known  an  a r rogan t ,  obnox ious ,  rude ,  know- i t -a l l  Ch r i s t i an  who
labe ls  the i r  poo r  t rea tmen t  f rom the  wor ld  as  “pe rsecu t i on . ”  Fo r  wha t  reason
shou ld  a  be l i eve r  be  pe rsecu ted ,  acco rd ing  to  v .  10?

RESPONSE TO PERSECUTION

F i rs t  I ns t i nc t :  Reac t  De fens i ve l y
New Pos tu re :  Embrace  Grace  “God  BLESSES those  who  a re  pe rsecu ted ”

RESULTS OF PERSECUTION “ f o r  t he  K ingdom o f  Heaven  i s  t he i r s ”

Acts  4 :32 -33 ;  Acts  20 :24
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